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Extending University Education to Community Folks:A Study
of Festival Teaching Activities in Rende Township to Promote
Folks’ Japanese and English Competence

Chen-Yao Yeh, Yu-Ling Chang, Ching-Ying Chen, Ling-Jung Huang, Dih-Jih Wu, Pei-Pin
Huang, Jessica H.C. Shen, Hsiu-Huei Chiu, Cheng-Tzn Chiang, Chiung-Yu Tang

Abstract

This study attempts to strengthen the folks’ foreign language communication skills and to
promote the interaction between the University and its surrounding community. With the
perspectives of lifelong learning and community service, a series of festival teaching activities is
designed in Rende township. They are Japanese Carp-Flag Festival, Chinese Dragon-Boat
Festival, Halloween, and Thanksgiving. These activities are held in the classroom of Da Jia
elementary school on four weekends. The lesson plans emphasize cooperative tasks among
children and their parents. The atmosphere of festivals is created by the ways of situational
arrangement and games playing to lead learners in the awareness of each festival’s culture as well
as its key vocabularies. By the comparison of the pre-activity and post-activity tests, the analysis
of questionnaires and the observation in the classes, the study, first of all, finds that the learners’
post-test grades are higher than pre-test grades. Second, the learners appreciate to get awareness
of different cultures. That is more satisfying than the parts of learning vocabulary and practicing
ordinary conversation. The participants enjoy the procedure of the activities and the interaction
with the instructors. They expect to join similar activities in the future. Those findings in the study
prove the effect of the festival activities on the folks’ language competence and the function of
community service from the university. Finally, the researchers suggest the potential course
design with more teaching hours. In addition, the message of the activities should be posted more
extensively. Furthermore, the folks could be invited into the university campus with E-learning
classroom facilities for different learning experience and effect.

Keywords: Lifelong Learning, Community Service, Festival Teaching
Activities
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Pre-Test

1. ) is yummy. (4% ¥z )
(A) Rice dumpling (B)Aboat (C)Row
2.( ) We drink Shon-Huan (225 ) on Dragon Boat Festival.
(A) rice dumpling (B) wine (C) row
3.0 )We a boat on Dragon Boat Festival.
(A) rice dumpling (B) wine (C) row
4.( ) Festival is in May.
(A) Dragon Boat (B) Wine (C) Row
5.( )On__ Boat Festival, we row a boat.

(A) Wine (B) Dragon (C) rice dumpling

Post-Test
1.( ) is yummy. (4% ¥z )
(B) Rice dumpling (B)Aboat (C)Row
2.( ) We drink Shon-Huan (2% ) on Dragon Boat Festival.
(B) rice dumpling (B) wine (C) row
3.0 )We a boat on Dragon Boat Festival.
(B) rice dumpling (B) wine (C) row
4.( ) Festival is in May.
(B) Dragon Boat (B) Wine (C) Row
5.( )On___ Boat Festival, we row a boat.

(A) Wine (B) Dragon (C) rice dumpling

(5) & Ep D

Thanksgiving Day

1. The traditional meal of Thanksgiving is (a)turkey (b)chicken (c)beef

Thanksgiving is celebrated on the fourth (a) Thursday (b)Sunday (c)Monday in November in

the U.S..

Thanksgiving is an important day for (a)family gathering (b)money making (c)studying.

Thanksgiving is typically celebrated almost entirely at (a)home (b)school (c)office.

Americans are given the relevant Thursday and Friday (a)off (b)on (c)of.

Thanksgiving is also called (a)T-Day (b)C-Day (c)A-Day.

The origin of Thanksgiving is related to (a)Pilgrims (b)Chinese (c)Japanese.

According to the story of Thanksgiving, the Pilgrims came to America by (a)ship (b)bus

(c)airplane.

9. The Pilgrims got lots of help from (a)Indians (b)Chinese (c)Japanese.

10. The Pilgrims gave (a)thanks (b)gifts (c)corn for the good things they had. This was the first
Thanksgiving in the U.S..

D

PN AW
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() &g T &

1. When does Halloween come each year in the West?
(F AT T &I s & O REE?)

Halloween comes on each year.
( - ? January; = *? February; = ? March; z ¥ April; I ' May; = 2 June;

= 2 July; A B August; 1 ? September; + * October; -+ - * November, -+ = ? December)
L R U a P

2. Please write the meaning of each word or phrase in Chinese.
GradhiTaEs 3 & PF5Y 2 L L)

Pumpkin ( )

Jack-O-Lantern ( )
Witch ( )
Bat ( )
Trick or Treat ( )
Mask ( )
Costume ( )

3 - Can you talk about any customs or stories of Halloween?
(Giemmzwy M Fa Dy B ErE?)
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