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Abstract

This plan, named” The Conjuga Relation on the Epitaphs during the T’ang
Dynasty”, aim to use the materials of the epitaphs that research what are the contents
of the norm about Chinese personal domain in Tan’g Dynasty, specila from the
Buddhismé& Taoism teachings. For example, there were showed in the epitaphs that
many widows who had Buddha belief choose to tomb without husband. The Buddha
belief is the important factor that cause these widows make such decision.

After reading the materials of the epitaphs, | establish more than one thousand
pieces Excel data of the conjugal relation in the T’ang China It was to be regret that
these Excel datd which described the conjugal relation in the T ang China, such as
“The husband is the heaven for his wife”, ”A wife should obey her husband”,”A
couple’s relation should like two states”, ”A couple to respect each other as if the
other were a guest”,”A couple are in harmony like the lute and psaltery*,”A double
rapier”,” A double tung tree”, and so forth. All of the conjugal relation description
were came from ancient Chinese Confucian documents or historical events, not were
came from Buddhism& Taoism.

However, these conjugal relation epitaphs data were full of the T’ang
government officia class and the rich common people. Therefore, these data are very
help for probe into the conjugal relation thoughts of above-mentioned class. What are
the basic general ideas of the conjugal relation? How could these people get thus ideas?
Among the long time in the T ang China, whether the conjugal relation thoughts were
the same contents or were different contents. These T’ ang conjugal relation data were
as an important basis of our study of the conjugal relation thoughts, that compare with
the other age, such as the Sung Dynasty,the Ming-qing period. For example,
Comparing with the north Sung, perhapsit would provide us some different opinions
of the T’ang-Sung Transition. In extensive conjuction with the T’ang fiction stories,
these T ang conjugal relation data maybe would bring more complete diccussion of
the T°ang women history. | plan to use these data to expand the above-mentioned
studly.

Key words : Epitaph » T’angwomen » Conjugal relation - Confucian rites
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