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Abstract

Starch phosphorylase from sweet potato
tuber occurs in two forms: one independent
(SPi) and the other (SP) dependent on
the addition of primer for activity. These
activities could not be separated by any
current purification methods. One of the

reasons that SPi is vary unstable. However,
the optimal activity of SPi can be markedly
enhanced by picked from fresh tissue ~ crude
extraction  buffer  containing 5SmM
2-mercaptoethanol and sodium acetate ( pH
5.4 ) staining buffer. With regard to the
physiological role of SPi, it may synthesize
the initiator of glucan having a degree
polymerization of 2 or 3 and facilitate the
task of starch synthesis initiation. In other
words, SPi may play an important role in the
starch biosynthesis.
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