Effect of physicochemical characteristics of particles on the remobilization of heavy

metals from binding fractions of contaminated river sediments
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Abstract

Lower section of the EIl-Ren river,
locates in area of Tainan, have been
heavily polluted with domestic,
agricultural, and industrial pollutants.
This study aims to investigate the
remobilization behaviors of heavy metals
affected by physicochemical
characteristics of the EIl-Ren river
sediments. The experiments were divided
into three sections. In the first section,
the samples collected from different
sediment depths were air-dried and then

analyzed the physicochemical
characteristics of sediments, including
particle size distributions, specific

surface area, and contents of organic
matters, carbonates, iron (Fe) oxides,
manganese (Mn) oxides, clay, silt, and
sand.

In the second section, sequential
extraction procedure (SEP) was used to
study the binding behaviors of six heavy
metals (Nickel (Ni), Chromium (Cr), Copper
(Cuw), Zinc (Zn), Cobalt (Co), and Lead (Pb))
in sediment fractions. Five binding
fractions are exchangeable, bound to
carbonates, bound to Mn oxides, bound to Fe
oxides and bound to organic matters. The
sum of heavy metals existing in five
binding fractions is defined as TEHMs.
Among the five binding fractions, the heavy



metals existing in exchangeable fraction

were the most easily remobilized to water

body as affected by environmental factors.

The order of remobilization possibility of

heavy metals from the five Dbinding
fractions was: exchangeable, bound to
carbonates, bound to Mn oxides, bound to Fe

oxides, and to bound to organic matters. If

the physicochemical characteristics of
sediments can increase the amounts of
exchangeable heavy metals, these
characteristics also can increase the
remobilization of heavy metals.

In the third section, the multivariate
statistical analyses, including
correlation matrix and principal component
analysis (PCA) were used to clarify the
effects of these physicochemical
characteristics on the remobilization of
heavy metals from sediments.

Results show that the correlations
among particle size distributions,
specific surface area, and binding
distributions of Cu, Zn, Pb, Cr, Co and Ni
among the five fractions were not prominent.
The positive correlations among percent of
clay, specific surface area, the amounts of
total extractable Fe and Mn and the amounts
of both Fe and Mn bound to the five
fractions were found. In addition, the more
the organic matters existed in sediments,
the more amounts of Pb, Cu, Cr and Fe were
bound to organic matters. However, the
exchangeable Ni and Zn increased with the
contents of organic matters in sediments.

Both carbonates and Fe oxides existed
in sediments did not significantly affect
the remobilization of Cu, Zn, Pb, Cr, Coand
Ni from sediments.

The amounts of Cu, Zn, Pb, Cr, Co and
Ni bound to Mn oxides significantly
decreased with the increase of Mn oxides in
sediments.
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Valid N Mean** Minimum**  Maximum**  Std.Dev.**

Cr-F1 29.00 0.17 0.00 0.50 0.18
Cr-F2 29.00 7.99 0.12 21.75 8.08
Cr-F3 29.00 6.37 0.17 36.47 9.81
Cr-F4 29.00 69.77 1.89 418.40 102.09
Cr-F5 29.00 19.68 2.25 97.30 26.98
Fe-F1 29.00 1.47 0.00 5.79 1.59
Fe-F2 29.00 459.70 132.96 1202.37 254.32
Fe-F3 29.00 972.43 406.13 1983.08 426.36
Fe-F4 29.00 5601.65 3401.85 1.02E+04 1854.30
Fe-F5 29.00 5112.81 1890.00 1.04E+04 2387.12
Mn-F1 29.00 6.73 0.00 28.80 8.30
Mn-F2 29.00 70.07 25.72 129.31 27.29
Mn-F3 29.00 34.77 17.53 7253 11.52
Mn-F4 29.00 45.25 23.87 80.92 13.57
Mn-F5 29.00 21.22 9.38 46.76 9.40
Co-F1 29.00 0.13 0.00 0.53 0.15
Co-F2 29.00 1.41 0.45 12.65 2.18
Co-F3 29.00 0.86 0.21 5.16 0.86
Co-F4 29.00 1.85 1.03 5.25 0.78
Co-F5 29.00 1.87 0.18 432 0.77
Pb-F1 29.00 2.50 0.00 43.38 7.98
Pb-F2 29.00 34.17 0.93 198.67 51.59
Pb-F3 29.00 16.42 0.02 151.67 33.83
Pb-F4 29.00 45.84 3.28 211.00 61.75
Pb-F5 29.00 31.68 2,51 219.32 52.26
Ni-F1 29.00 1.20 0.00 8.89 2.15
Ni-F2 29.00 2291 0.91 199.33 39.05
Ni-F3 29.00 14.09 0.87 70.13 19.31
Ni-F4 29.00 23.65 2.73 269.93 51.37
Ni-F5 29.00 15.43 2.27 171.40 31.15
Cu-F1 29.00 1.52 0.10 18.67 347
Cu-F2 29.00 50.44 1.39 618.40 116.42
Cu-F3 29.00 18.36 0.35 142.73 38.99
Cu-F4 29.00 424 0.70 69.73 12.65
Cu-F5 29.00 309.88 496 1207.80 412.23
Zn-F1 29.00 16.29 0.00 97.93 30.67
Zn-F2 29.00 312.25 6.07 2800.00 551.59
Zn-F3 29.00 123.22 427 1022.47 216.77
Zn-F4 29.00 95.09 15.27 749.07 143.34
Zn-F5 29.00 7354 10.29 1246.30 226.83
TEHM-Cr 29.00 103.99 495 541.60 140.76
TEHM-Fe 29.00 1.21E+04 7304.22 2.11E+04 3980.89
TEHM-Mn 29.00 178.04 110.16 316.19 49.23
TEHM-Co 29.00 6.11 2.82 27.91 433
TEHM-Pb 29.00 130.61 9.68 520.41 171.93
TEHM-NI 29.00 77.29 6.91 712.78 137.86
TEHM-Cu 29.00 384.44 8.87 2057.33 521.66
TEHM-Zn 29.00 620.39 37.70 5906.03 1130.59

* (mg/kg dry wt.)



Clay Silt Sand A* B* c* D* E* F*
Clay 1.00
Silt -0.16 1.00
Sand -0.53 -0.75 1.00
A* 0.99 -0.14 -0.54 1.00
B* 0.99 -0.12 -0.56 0.99 1.00
C* 0.69 0.38 -0.79 0.64 0.70 1.00
D* -0.08 0.91 -0.73 -0.08 -0.03 0.57 1.00
E* -0.43 -0.20 0.46 -0.35 -0.45 -0.87 -0.54 1.00
F* -0.52 -0.76 1.00 -0.53 -0.54 -0.77 -0.73 0.44 1.00
Cr-F1 -0.45 -0.01 0.31 -0.48 -0.43 -0.13 0.14 -0.18 031
Cr-F2 -0.08 -0.49 0.47 -0.12 -0.14 -0.21 -0.39 0.03 0.47
Cr-F3 -0.15 -0.48 0.51 -0.18 -0.17 -0.28 -0.38 0.07 0.51
Cr-F4 -0.04 -0.46 0.43 -0.08 -0.09 -0.18 -0.37 0.01 0.43
Cr-F5 -0.06 -0.45 0.43 -0.09 -0.11 -0.19 -0.36 0.02 0.43
Fe-F1 0.17 -0.03 -0.08 0.19 0.15 0.04 -0.03 0.02 -0.08
Fe-F2 0.57 0.16 -0.52 0.58 0.60 0.50 0.20 -0.30 -0.52
Fe-F3 0.27 -0.54 0.29 0.21 0.23 0.13 -0.35 -0.29 0.30
Fe-F4 0.47 -0.09 -0.23 0.47 0.42 0.34 -0.03 -0.23 -0.23
Fe-F5 0.28 -0.12 -0.08 0.29 0.23 0.09 -0.11 0.00 -0.08
Mn-F1 0.04 -0.52 0.42 0.00 0.00 -0.15 -0.42 -0.01 0.43
Mn-F2 0.52 0.29 -0.59 0.56 0.55 0.44 0.25 -0.17 -0.59
Mn-F3 0.68 0.22 -0.64 0.71 0.69 0.55 0.22 -0.26 -0.64
Mn-F4 0.71 0.24 -0.67 0.74 0.72 0.57 0.21 -0.26 -0.67
Mn-F5 0.40 -0.06 -0.22 0.42 0.37 0.21 -0.06 -0.05 -0.22
Co-F1 0.31 -0.07 -0.14 0.27 0.28 0.36 0.04 -0.36 -0.13
Co-F2 0.08 -0.06 0.00 0.07 0.04 0.03 -0.11 0.02 0.01
Co-F3 0.07 -0.14 0.07 0.05 0.03 0.03 -0.16 -0.02 0.08
Co-F4 0.50 -0.04 -0.30 0.51 0.47 0.32 -0.06 -0.14 -0.29
Co-F5 0.37 0.01 -0.26 0.37 0.31 0.28 0.00 -0.14 -0.24
Pb-F1 0.05 -0.14 0.09 0.04 0.01 -0.01 -0.16 0.01 0.10
Pb-F2 -0.11 -0.43 0.44 -0.14 -0.13 -0.23 -0.35 0.05 0.45
Pb-F3 -0.04 -0.33 031 -0.07 -0.07 -0.14 -0.29 0.03 0.32
Pb-F4 -0.02 -0.41 0.37 -0.05 -0.08 -0.13 -0.34 -0.01 0.38
Pb-F5 -0.02 -0.43 0.38 -0.05 -0.07 -0.11 -0.32 -0.06 0.39
Ni-F1 -0.05 -0.46 0.43 -0.08 -0.10 -0.17 -0.36 0.00 0.43
Ni-F2 -0.01 -0.30 0.26 -0.03 -0.07 -0.10 -0.28 0.02 0.27
Ni-F3 -0.06 -0.48 0.45 -0.10 -0.12 -0.19 -0.40 0.02 0.46
Ni-F4 0.03 -0.23 0.18 0.01 -0.02 -0.04 -0.22 0.00 0.19
Ni-F5 0.05 -0.18 0.12 0.03 0.00 -0.02 -0.18 0.00 0.13
Cu-F1 0.00 -0.21 0.18 -0.01 -0.05 -0.06 -0.21 0.01 0.19
Cu-F2 0.00 -0.17 0.15 -0.02 -0.05 -0.07 -0.19 0.05 0.16
Cu-F3 -0.09 -0.34 0.35 -0.12 -0.11 -0.18 -0.29 0.05 0.36
Cu-F4 0.03 -0.10 0.06 0.02 0.00 -0.01 -0.13 0.02 0.07
Cu-F5 -0.05 -0.49 0.46 -0.08 -0.11 -0.19 -0.41 0.02 0.47
Zn-F1 -0.03 -0.48 0.44 -0.07 -0.08 -0.17 -0.38 0.00 0.44
Zn-F2 0.00 -0.31 0.27 -0.02 -0.05 -0.09 -0.29 0.01 0.28
Zn-F3 0.01 -0.37 0.32 -0.02 -0.04 -0.11 -0.31 -0.01 0.33
Zn-F4 0.06 -0.29 0.21 0.03 0.00 -0.03 -0.26 -0.03 0.22
Zn-F5 0.07 -0.11 0.05 0.06 0.03 0.02 -0.13 -0.01 0.06
0.21 0.21 -0.32 0.25 0.20 0.13 0.13 0.05 -0.31
-0.01 -0.43 0.38 -0.04 -0.09 -0.12 -0.34 -0.02 0.38
TEHM-Cr  -0.06 -0.49 0.46 -0.09 -0.11 -0.20 -0.38 0.02 0.46
TEHM-Fe  0.45 -0.16 -0.16 0.46 0.40 0.26 -0.10 -0.16 -0.15
0.56 -0.18 -0.22 0.56 0.51 0.40 -0.08 -0.31 -0.21
TEHM-Mn  0.73 0.18 -0.64 0.76 0.74 0.54 0.17 -0.24 -0.63
0.70 0.20 -0.64 0.73 0.71 0.54 0.19 -0.25 -0.63
TEHM-Co  0.22 -0.07 -0.09 0.21 0.18 0.14 -0.09 -0.06 -0.08
TEHM-Pb  -0.05 -0.48 0.45 -0.09 -0.10 -0.18 -0.39 0.00 0.46
TEHM-Ni  0.01 -0.29 0.24 -0.01 -0.05 -0.08 -0.26 0.01 0.25
TEHM-Cu  -0.04 -0.46 0.42 -0.08 -0.10 -0.18 -0.40 0.03 0.43
TEHM-Zn  0.02 -0.30 0.24 0.00 -0.03 -0.07 -0.27 0.00 0.25

*A: specific surface area (m2/g), B: dp<2i m, C: 2 m<dz<16i m, D: 16i m<dp<32i m,

E: 32y m<dp<63uy m, F: dz>63u m



Pb, Ni, Cu, Zn

Pb-F1 Pb-F2 Pb-F3 Pb-F4 Pb-F5 Ni-F1 Ni-F2 Ni-F3 Ni-F4 Ni-F5 Cu-F1 Cu-F2 Cu-F3 Cu-F4 Cu-F5 Zn-Fl Zn-F2 Zn-F3 Zn-F4 ZnF5

Po-F1  1.00

Po-F2  0.07 1.00

Po-F3 085 049 1.00

Po-F4 060 063 065 1.00

Po-F5 022 054 029 084 1.00

Ni-F1 020 074 042 073 063 1.00

Ni-F2 092 032 086 084 054 049 1.00

Ni-F3 066 068 081 094 072 078 088 1.00

Ni-F4 094 019 081 080 051 037 098 080 1.00

Ni-F5 097 008 08 070 040 027 09 072 099 1.00

Cu-F1 096 008 081 067 034 029 09 074 097 098 1.00

Cu-F2 094 007 080 064 027 025 094 071 094 096 099 1.00

Cu-F3 068 040 091 042 009 035 068 068 060 061 068 068 1.00

Cu-F4 099 -002 081 056 019 014 090 062 094 097 097 09 065 100

CuF5 053 074 068 095 084 077 079 095 072 062 060 056 050 047 1.00

ZnFl 058 071 076 084 057 089 077 094 067 060 063 059 067 051 086 1.00

ZnF2 092 036 089 084 053 049 100 089 098 095 095 093 071 090 080 078 100

Zn-F3 08 032 087 075 043 059 093 087 08 087 091 087 080 084 072 08 093 1.00

ZnF4 091 027 081 08 057 047 099 08 099 097 09 092 061 090 078 074 098 091 1.00

ZnrFS 099 -002 079 059 025 015 091 062 095 098 097 095 061 099 050 051 091 083 092 1.00
001 -032 -027 -009 -002 -037 -0.07 -025 001 002 -0.01 001 -036 001 -015 -037 -0.09 -030 -0.06 004 1.00
002 050 014 062 0.70 0.71 038 061 027 018 023 023 012 000 0.65 055 035 036 035 003 -004 1.00
000 -016 -012 011 036 -007 008 003 011 013 009 003 -022 -001 014 -011 0.07 -002 013 0.07 031 035 1.00
-0.18 -057 -044 -050 -040 -053 -039 -058 -029 -021 -026 -0.26 -045 -017 -054 -057 -039 -044 -033 -014 049 -033 051 1.00




Cr, Fe, Mn, Co

Cr-F1 Cr-F2 Cr-F3 Cr-F4 Cr-F5 FeFl FeF2 FeF3 FeF4 FeF5 Mn-F1 Mn-F2 Mn-F3 Mn-F4 Mn-F5 Co-F1 Co-F2 Co-F3 Co-F4 Co-F5

Cr-F1  1.00

Cr-F2 0.05 1.00

Cr-F3 002 074 100

Cr-F4 -002 090 077 1.00

Cr-F5 005 088 052 085 1.00

FeFl -007 0.03 012 006 0.03 1.00

FeF2 -018 -057 -058 -055 -0.47 -0.15 1.00

FeF3 010 053 057 044 043 014 -0.08 1.00

FeF4 000 016 -032 -0.08 015 004 028 0.08 1.00

FeF5 -013 059 011 046 054 004 -0.03 0.01 069 1.00

MnFl1 -003 08 08 093 074 009 -050 061 -016 035 1.00

MnF2 -030 -069 -072 -0.67 -059 -003 078 -044 038 003 -0.69 1.00

MnF3 -029 -060 -062 -0.63 -055 023 081 -018 050 006 -0.60 091 1.00

MnF4 -033 -047 -063 -051 -042 011 074 -030 063 028 -055 089 094 1.00

MnF5 -031 042 027 049 025 028 -003 -005 031 072 043 010 015 031 1.00

CoFl1 009 004 008 015 -005 016 001 033 008 000 022 012 016 006 019 1.00

CoF2 o011 -001 -0.02 -005 -007 008 -005 044 -007 -022 013 -011 -003 -014 -019 052 1.00

CoF3 010 013 016 011 0.06 014 -018 053 -0.13 -020 028 -023 -014 -026 -013 058 096 1.00

CoF4 -015 -011 -017 -014 -016 009 028 037 022 -001 002 028 037 030 007 062 086 080 1.00

CoF5 -005 003 -024 003 000 016 007 013 040 027 005 020 026 031 037 055 063 057 074 1.00
-0.07 -026 -050 -031 -011 028 029 -021 034 015 -041 050 0.50 0.48 -001 016 005 -001 023 018 1.00
007 089 053 0.78 078 019 -043 040 035 0.70 0.70 -048 -038 -027 0.50 0.13 -003 008 -0.07 013 -004 1.00
000 019 -025 -005 017 005 037 027 097 0.63 -008 036 052 061 028 014 003 -003 031 040 031 035 100
035 -055 -0.61 -054 -048 009 0.80 -028 051 018 -054 096 0.96 096 027 017 -009 -020 035 028 049 -033 051 1.00




% total Cumul. Cumul.

Factor1  Factor2  Factor3  Factor 4 Eigenval. Variance Eigenval. %

Clay 010 0.00 087 030

1 25.73 42.19 25.73 42.19

Silt 014 -054 016 -0.19 2 1259 2064 3833 6283

Sand 005 047 072 -0.03 3 837 1372 4670 7655

A 008 004 -085 0.33 4 3.15 516 4984 8171

B* 0.05 -0.05 -0.88 0.25 Extraction: Principal components

C* 0.04 -0.16 -0.85 0.02
D* -0.14 -0.42 -0.30 -0.23
E* -0.03 -0.03 0.63 0.11
F* 0.07 0.47 0.71 -0.03
Cr-F1 0.14 -0.01 041 -0.05
Cr-E2 0.09 0.94 011 0.16
Cr-F3 0.07 0.81 0.05 -0.42
Cr-Fa 0.04 0.97 0.00 -0.05
CrF5 0.03 0.88 0.14 0.24
FeFl 0.09 0.04 -0.20 0.01
FeF2 -0.10 -0.53 -051 0.26
FeF3 053 0.54 -0.18 -0.08
FeFa -0.01 0.03 -0.27 0.88
FeF5 -0.16 0.50 -0.21 0.70
Mn-F1 0.21 0.93 -0.08 -0.18
MN-F2 017 -0.68 -047 0.39
Mn-E3 -0.07 -0.61 -0.61 041
Mn-E4 -0.18 -0.49 -0.62 055
MN-F5 -0.17 0.43 -051 0.27
Co-F1 0.56 0.05 -0.39 -0.03
CoF2 0.99 011 0.01 -0.03
CoF3 0.97 0.05 -0.02 012
Co-F4 0.85 -0.18 -0.39 0.20
Co-F5 0.63 -0.06 -0.30 040
Pb-F1 0.99 0.03 0.02 -0.09
Pb-F2 -0.01 0.86 0.06 -0.24
PO-F3 0.80 0.35 0.06 032
Pb-F4 0.60 0.72 0.11 0.12
Pb-E5 0.25 0.72 0.19 041
Ni-F1 0.16 0.90 0.00 -0.09
Ni-F2 0.92 0.38 0.10 0.02
Ni-F3 0.64 0.75 0.11 -0.06
Ni-F4 0.96 0.24 0.08 0.07
Ni-F5 0.98 0.12 0.06 0.07
Cu-F1 0.97 0.15 0.08 0.01
CU-F2 0.96 013 0.07 0,02
Cu-F3 0.63 031 0.06 -0.46
Cu-F4 0.99 -0.03 0.04 -0.08
CUF5 0.51 0.79 0.15 0.10
Zn-F1 0.53 0.78 0.01 022
Zn-E2 0.91 0.39 0.08 -0.01
Zn-E3 0.84 0.44 0.04 -0.16
Zn-Fa 0.92 0.35 0.05 0.07
ZnF5 1.00 -0.02 0.03 0.00
0.05 -0.35 -0.09 0.51
0.05 0.80 0.06 0.38
TEHM-Cr 0.04 0.98 0.04 -0.01
TEHM-Fe -0.05 0.34 -0.30 0.84
0.09 0.07 -0.35 0.82
TEHM-Mn -0.16 -0.42 -0.69 0.48
-0.13 -0.54 -0.63 0.46
TEHM-Co 0.97 -0.09 -0.14 0.07
TEHM-Pb 0.49 0.80 0.13 0.03
TEHM-Ni 0.93 0.34 0.09 0.04
TEHM-Cu 0.70 0.68 0.14 0.04
TEHM-Zn 0.94 0.33 0.06 -0.03
Expl.Var 19.77 16.15 8.13 5.79
Prp.Totl 0.32 0.26 0.13 0.09

Factor Loadings (Varimax normalized)
*A: specific surface area (m2/g), B: dp<2u m, C: 2u m<dp<16p m
D: 16p m<dp<32u m, E: 32 m<dp<63p m, F: dp>63p m
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