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The Study of Young Children’s Symbolic Culture-By Young
Children’s literary Understanding
Summary

This study examined young children’s oral responses during read-alouds of picture
storybooks. Participants were 16 male and 20 female preschoolers from two nursery
classrooms in Tainan City. Researcher observed and recorded their oral responses
during their teacher read-alouds of picture storybooks. Responses were coded
according to five literary understanding categories. Three genres were used for
storybook read-alouds: (a). fairy tales; (b). contemporary realistic story; (c).
contemporary fantasies. The data were analyzed by their response type.

Analysis of these preschoolers * responses indicated that : great majority
responses were coded as analytical type(74%); the least were intertexuality type(2%).
As analysis of the impulses for literary understanding, Hermeneutic impulse is the
predominantly impulse for young children’s literary understanding. Female
preschoolers intertextuality responses were statistically significant than male. Male
preschoolers transparent response were significant outperformed than female; Fairy
tales were significant differences in intertextuality responses than other genres.

According to this study, teacher can consider how they increase their students’
repertoires to include a greater portion of five types of literary responses and may
want to choose those that have the potential for stimulating all three impulses to
develop young children’s literary understanding in a comprehensive way.

Keywords: literary understanding, Children’s literature, Young Children
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