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The Study of Young Children's Literacy-related Emergent
Metacognition

Summary

Effective learning depends on successful cognitive implementation. Educators
long have been interested in metacognitive researches and gained more insights about
this area, but few researches focused on young children. This study aimed at
exploring young children’s literacy-related metacognitive emergent.

This study is to examine young children’s emergent literacy-related
metacognition during the construction of meaning. Participants will be 40
preschoolers from kindergartens. Each child is asked to pretend reading his favorite
storybook and then divided their reading level by Cox’s model-no story, oral story,
and written story. Then ask each child engage in a literacy task of constructing an
“autonomous” text for others to read. The scribe will write their oral discourse. Then
analyze the autonomous texts by their holistic quality, identify and quantify
metacognitive utterances surrounding the texts. Statistics analysis the correlation of
textual quality and metacognitive score, and metacognitive score between different
reading level by ANOVA. The qualitative analysis is also discussed.

Statistical analysis revealed that most preschoolers were already developing
emergent metacognition; there was a significant emergent reading level effect on both
metacognition and textual quality, and there was a significant relationship between
metacognition and the quality of the dictated text. There were distinct and important
qualitative differences among different reading and metacognitive level children.
Limitaions and implications of the study are also discussed.

Key Words: emergent metacognition, literacy emergent, yougn children
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