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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to exam
college students’ knowledge, attitudes,
preventive behavioral intentions toward Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome ( SARS )in Tainan
Area. 640 subjects were selected by a random
stratified method and 592 questionnaires were
returned, the rate of effective sample is 92.5%.
Results showed that (1) knowledge toward
SARS : the mean score of knowledge is 11.77 »
Knowledge scores have significant differences
in gender, academic department, and self health
condition. (2) attitude toward SARS : Most
subjects felt that they could be affected with
SARS in the epidemic period. Subjects were
afraid of SARS, but they don’t think when they
were infected they would die. Most subjects
think that temperature measurement can
effectively prevent people from SARS, but they
were boring to do the same thing everyday.
(3)preventive behavioral intentions toward
SARS : Most subjects have high intentions to do

preventive behaviors. Subjects in different



academic departments and reading SARS
related information have significantly different
intentions. Results of this study can provide
schools and health organizations to set up

strategic methods and health education

programs to prevent SARS.
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