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ABSTRACT

An Analysis on the Theory of Human Nature of Dung
Zhung-Shu’s “Name means its truth”

Jing-Hwan Chang
Liberal Arts and Teacher Education Center,

Chia-Nan University of Pharmacy and Science.
Tainan, Taiwan 71710, RO.C

ABSTRACT

Dung Zhung-Shu is the major one of the philosophers in the Han Empire. He opened
the thought system of the Yio-Yang and Five elements. The Han-Shu recorded that be is the
ancestor to amalgamate the Yin-Yang and Confucian Schools. His theory of human nature is
characterized by the Yin-Yang and Five elements. | select such a topic because that the
thought of his “name and truth™ is so distinctly, For this purpose, | try to probe into the
problem of human nature and amend some predecessors’ views of Dung Zhung-Shu's
theory of human nature.

Dung Zhung-Shu thought that man is a replica of Heaven and nature combine the same
kind, so he established the theoretic foundation of the theory of Yin-Yang. Since Heaven has
its Yin and Yang, the human mind also contains two elemenis: hsing and ching. Hsing
symbolizes virtue, and ching symbolizes vice, therefore, from hsing comes the virtue of
human-heartedness, whereas from ching comes the vice of covetousness. By this way, Dung
advocated that the hsing of the Sang is similar to the hsing of the common people. As to
human mind, it consists both of hsing and ching and takes control of the vice of ching.
Furthermore it develops the methods of doing works of charity and the sacred monarch
influenced the common people with Jen (human-heartedness), Yi (righteousness), Li
(propriety), so that the thought of Dung just followed the excellent tradition of benevolent
government, namely the theory of his human nature is also the combination of Mencius®
good nature of human being and Hsun-Tzu's bad nature of human being.

Key words: Dung Zhung-Shu, hsing and ching, Yin-Yang and Five elements, good nature of
human being, bad nature of human being.






