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Abstract

The immunoregulatory cytokines may
be important in the host response to hepatitis
C virus infection. Among cytokines, tumor
necrosis factor- @ (TNF- @ ) has been
involved in the pathogenesis of diversity of
liver condition including viral hepatitis. The
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Aims of this study is to investigate whether
the HCV core protein could regulate the
expression of TNF-a gene. In this study,
H9 cells and Huh-7 cells were cotransfected
with TNF-CAT construts and HCV core
effector plasmids,and a transient transfection
assay to determine whether the viral protein
regulated expression of the TNF gene. No
TNEF-a promoter activity was noted in the
present of the core effector plasmids in two
cell lines. These studies suggested that
activation of TNF gene expression may be
affected by other gene products or not
associated with any viral products of HCV.
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